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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is a response to the restriction requirement filed on 8/22/2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 33 and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ueda (JP-09022625 A) in view of Baker (US PAT. 4,437,829) and Akagi (US PAT. 
5,830,592). 

Ueda teaches a jacket assembly for a cable comprising: an elongated jacket 
(105) comprising a first open end and a second open end as shown in Fig. 1 (a); a 
leader (conductor) extending (1 01 ) within the jacket from the first open end and the 
second open end as shown in Fig. 1 (b); a first end of the leader for attachment to a 
cable (103); and a second end of the leader for pulling the leader out of the elongated 
jacket while the first end of the leader pulls the cable into the elongated jacket as shown 
in Fig. 1 (c) (see also abstract). 

However, Ueda does not disclose whether the leader (conductor) is a material 
that narrows as the leader is elongated by a pulling force. Baker teaches an electrical 
device such as detector having a fuse element made of soft conductive material such as 
lead in order to minimize stretching the fuse element (see also col. 4, lines 53-55). Also, 
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Akagi teaches a fuel cell including a fuel gas passage filled with a soft conductive 
material, which can be a felt material (as per claim 37) capable of stretching in order to 
have a good heat resistance (see also col. 8, lines 17-20). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to modify a leader of Ueda by a soft conductive material as taught by Baker in order 
to be able to stretch and Akagi in order to have a good heat resistance. 

In addition, the elongated jacket of Ueda is an elastic jacket. Therefore, it would 
have been an obvious matter of designer's choice to modify the elastic jacket of Ueda 
by the vinyl material or PVC to obtain the invention as specified in claims 37 and 40. 

As per claim 38 dimensions of the leader as a continuous strip of Ueda is 
approximately the same as dimensions of the cable as shown in Fig. 1 (b) and (c). 

As per claim 39 the jacket of Ueda is extruded around the leader as shown in 
Fig. 1 (b) and (c). 

3. Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ueda in 
view of Baker and Akagi, further in view of Maroschak (US PAT. 3,870,774). 

Ueda, modified by Baker and Akagi, teaches all of the limitations as set forth 
above except forming the jacket assembly to cut off a desired length. Maroschak 
teaches a corrugated plastic tube, which is conventionally formed in continuous lengths, 
it is generally shipped to the consumer either in rolls of a predetermined number of 
linear feet or in bundles of cut lengths of tubes containing a predetermined linear 
footage as shown in Fig. 2 (see also col. 1, lines 7-50). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
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modify a jacket assembly of Ueda, modified by Baker and Akagi, by the jacket to cut off 
a desired length as taught by Maroschak in order to improve to cut off the tube at the 
desired end or length. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 8/22/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that the prior art of record fails to disclose the claimed 
invention such as "the leader comprises a material that narrows as the leader is 
elongated by a pulling force". Applicant argues that the reference of Baker and Akagi 
does not teach to provide the leader material that narrows as it is elongated. Examiner 
traverses the argument. Baker teaches a fuse element made of soft conductive material 
such as lead in order to minimize stretching the fuse element. The both phrases of " soft 
conductive material" and "to minimize stretching" indicate that the material of the fuse is 
tendency to stretch. That's why Baker uses the linear inextensible linear member to 
extend along the soft and stretchable metal such as the lead to minimize the stretch. 
Also, Akagi teaches a fuel cell including a fuel gas passage filled with a soft conductive 
material, which can be a felt material (as per claim 37) capable of stretching. Therefore, 
it would be obvious to modify a leader of Ueda by a soft conductive material as taught 
by Baker or Akagi in order to be able to stretch while the pulling force is applied. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul D. Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-4565. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 7:00 AM to 3:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Paul D Kim 
Examiner 



